
CHEATER, CHEATER, PUMPKIN EATER - SCENE 4 
 
Maddie, the show's protagonist, has just gotten a failing grade on a test.  After school that day, 
Maddie sits at a picnic table in the park with a textbook. 
 
MADDIE Okay.  I’m going to concentrate on this book, and I will not leave this picnic table 

until I know everything I need to know for the test. 
 
FRED enters and spots Maddie. 
 
FRED   Maddie! 
 
MADDIE  Can’t talk.  Studying.  
 
FRED   Oh, but Maddie, you have to hear what happened to me today! 
 
MADDIE  (lost in the book, ignoring Fred) Okay… 
 
FRED Check this out -- My class went on a field trip today to the aquarium! 
 
MADDIE  Now where is that…? 
 
FRED I dunno, but we had to take a bus to get there.    But on the way there, the bus 

got a flat tire.  No, wait – two flat tires!  
 
Maddie drops her pencil. 
 
MADDIE  Oh no! 
 
FRED I KNOW, right?  And we were stuck on the expressway for an hour! 

There were cars ZOOMING by on this side, and cars ZOOMING by on that side, 
and we were trapped!  So they ended up sending another bus… I mean, an 
airplane to pick us up! 

 
MADDIE  Is that right…? 
 
FRED Yes!  A big double-decker one!  And then when we got to the aquarium, there 

was a… a real shark!  I think it was a Great White! 
 
MADDIE  (concentrating) Okay… okay… 
 
FRED It was more than okay!  It was awesome!  And it was feeding time, so I asked if I 

could help feed it, and they let me!  I even got to pet it!  And they said next time I 
could go swimming with it! 

 
MADDIE  All right, I understand that part now… 
 
FRED Great!  But then…then… one of the penguins stole a key from one of the 

workers!  Yeah, and all the penguins escaped!  So they asked me to help get 
them back! So I gathered up all the penguins and marched them back to their 
home.  In case you ever need to talk to a penguin, this is how you say hello: 
“AWWWW-WA!  AWWWW-WA!” 



 
MADDIE  I definitely have to remember that… 
 
FRED How could you forget?!  So then it turned out the mayor found out, so he showed 

up, and gave me a key to the city for being such a hero! 
 
MADDIE  (checking the back of the book) Is this the answer key…? 
 
FRED No, just a regular kind of key.  And then they sent a different bus to take us back 

to school, and then that bus got TWO MORE flat tires! 
 
Maddie drops her pencil again. 
 
MADDIE  Aww, not again! 
 
FRED I KNOW!  It was a crazy day, all right.  So what did your class do today, Maddie? 

(No response.)  Maddie? 
 
MADDIE  What?  Oh, hi, Fred!  When did you get here? 
 
Fred does a “Can you believe this?” take to the audience. The piano plays a musical  
sting. 
 
FRED Oh hey, there’s José.  Hey, José!  You gotta hear about what happened to me 

today!  I fought a shark! And I met the president! 
 
Fred runs out. 
 
GINA enters and spots Maddie. 
 
GINA   Hey, Maddie!  What’s up? 
 
MADDIE  (without much enthusiasm) Oh, hi, Gina. What’s up? 
 
GINA Well, I just came from taekwondo class, and now I’m on my way to soccer 

practice, and then I have glockenspiel lessons, and indoor horseback riding, and 
after that I’m going over to my friend Jasmine’s house to play video games, and 
then I’m going to go home for dinner, except my mom is making tuna casserole 
and I hate tuna casserole so I’m going to feed it to the dog when my mom’s not 
looking.  Her name is Strawberry. 

 
MADDIE  Your mom’s name is Strawberry? 
 
GINA  No, silly! My dog. 
 
MADDIE  Oh. Right. 
 
GINA  So what are you doing here? 
 
MADDIE  Oh, I’m studying for the test next week. 
 
GINA  Ha ha ha!  Good one, Maddie.  No, seriously – what are you doing? 



 
MADDIE I am serious.  (pause) Hey Gina, what grade did you get on the test we got back 

today? 
 
GINA  (making a big production out of it) I… got… a… niiiiiiinety-two! 
 
MADDIE  Wow. You’re really good at taking tests, huh? 
 
GINA  (coyly) You could say that… 
 
MADDIE Gosh, Gina, I don’t know how you have time to study when you’re so busy with 

all that other stuff.  Soccer, glockenspiel, Qui-Gon Jinn… 
 
GINA  Taekwondo. 
 
MADDIE Yeah, that.  So have you already started studying for the test next week? 
 
GINA  Nope. 
 
MADDIE  Oh. Do you start studying over the weekend? 
 
GINA  Double-nope! 
 
MADDIE  So you must start studying the night before and try to cram it all in! 
 
GINA  Nope-ity nope nope nope! 
 
MADDIE  Then how do you get good grades? 
 
GINA  I do it the easy way! I use one of these! 
 
Gina flashes Maddie her cheat sheet. It’s labeled “CHEAT SHEET” in large letters at the  
top. 
 
MADDIE  Gina, is that a cheat sheet?! 
 
GINA (To the audience) Gee, you can’t get anything past this one, can you? 
 
MADDIE  What are you doing with a CHEAT SHEET?! 
 
GINA Shhhh! Keep it quiet, will ya? I think they heard you all the way over in New 

Jersey!  Yes, this is my little helper that I’m going to use on the test next week.  
See, I wrote down all the stuff we’ve been learning in class on this little piece of 
paper, and I just bring it in with me on the day of the test! 

 
MADDIE  You mean that’s how you got an A this time? 
 
GINA You bet your sparkly pink lip gloss it is!  And that’s how I got an A last time, and 

the time before that, and the time before that!  But not the time before that, 
because I left it in my other pants. But I used one the time before that, and the 
time before that, and— 

 



MADDIE  I get it, Gina. 
 
GINA Oh.  You know, Maddie, I always make a backup copy in case Strawberry eats 

it… I’d be happy to let you have this one, ‘cause you’re my friend. 
 
MADDIE I don’t know, Gina.  I don’t think I should cheat.  I should really get back to 

studying now. 
 
GINA But Maddie, you’re at the park!  You got the monkey bars over there, the slide 

over there – this is a place to play, not to work!   
 
MADDIE  Yeah, but… 
 
GINA Answer me this -- Which is more fun: Studying for a test or playing video games? 
 
MADDIE  Well… playing video games. 
 
GINA Uh-huh.  And which is more fun: Studying for a test or playing with your toys? 
 
MADDIE  Um… Playing with my toys. 
 
GINA And which is more fun: Studying for a test or going over to the playground there 

and going on the swings and swinging really high and going 
“WHEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!” 

 
MADDIE  Going on the swings is more fun. 
 
GINA  And going “WHEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!” 
 
MADDIE  And going “whee.” 
 
GINA  No, no -- “WHEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!”  Like that. 
 
MADDIE  “WHEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!” 
 
GINA  That’s it!  So here – take it! 
 
Gina holds out the cheat sheet. Maddie eyes it suspiciously. 
 
MADDIE No thanks, Gina. All that sounds fun, but there are some things that are more 

important than other things. 
 
GINA  You bet your grape-flavored toothpaste there are! 
 
SONG: “WHY WORK HARD WHEN YOU CAN HARDLY WORK” 


